A LOOK AT WHAT GOT LOST
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Rev. Canon Keith Nethery's take
on Marriage Canon debate.
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Installation service at Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver, July 16, 2019: Archbishop Linda Nicholls (centre) starts her role as the head of the National Church

What good can come out of Huron?

Linda Nicholls is the new Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada

Linda Nicholls was installed
fourteenth Primate of the An-
glican Church of Canada on
July 16 at Christ Church Cathe-
dral in Vancouver, BC.

The current bishop of the
Diocese of Huron was elected
Primate on July 13 at the 42
session of the General Synod of

the Anglican Church of Can-
ada. She succeeds Archbishop
Fred Hiltz, who has served the
Church as Primate since 2007.
Archbishop Nicholls is the
first woman to head the Angli-
can Church of Canada and only
the second woman in the entire
Anglican Communion to lead a

national church. She is the first
bishop of Huron elected as Pri-
mate.

Nicholls was elected among
five candidates nominated ear-
lier this year by the House of
Bishops. More than 200 dele-
gates — lay people, deacons and
priests — casted their votes. She

General Synod fails to approve changes
to the Marriage Canon, Huron moves
forward to permit same-sex marriages

General Synod of the Angli-
can Church of Canada did not
approve changes to the Mar-
riage Canon to permit same-sex
marriages in a close vote July 12
at its 42" session held in Van-
couver.

Second reading of the pro-
posed changes needed 2/3 of
“yes” votes in each order - bish-
ops, clergy and laity — to make
the Marriage Canon of the An-
glican Church of Canada ap-
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plicable “to all persons who are
duly qualified by civil law to
enter into marriage”. It received
the necessary majority among
clergy and laity but failed to
gain 2/3 support among bishops
who voted with 62.2% for the
proposal.

The resolution to change the
Marriage Canon passed its first
reading, also in a very close
vote, at Synod’s previous meet-
ing in 2016.

| HAVE CALLED

GENERAL SYNOD 2019 @ VANCOUVER, B.C.

Althought the motion was de-
feated, some of the dioceses de-
cided to move forward to permit
same-sex marriages, as defined
by the clauses of the document
"A Word to the Church" adopt-
ed by the General Synod on July
11. The Most Rev. Linda Nich-
olls authorized the availability
of marriage to same couples in
the Diocese of Huron starting
August 1, 2019.

General Synod: Pages 4-6

‘BY NAME

was elected on the fourth bal-
lot, with 64.2% of lay votes and
71.1% of votes among the cler-
gy. Jane Alexander, bishop of
the Diocese of Edmonton, was
the only nominee remaining on
the fourth ballot. She received
35.8% of laity votes and 28.9%
of the votes of the clergy.

Archbishop  Nicholls an-
nounced her resignation from
her current diocese effective
September 30. The Diocese of
Huron will elect its new dioce-
san bishop on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26, 2019.

See Page 3: Interview with
Archbishop Linda Nicholls

Photo: Milos Tosic
What now: the moment of silence after the vote on the changes to
the Marriage Canon at 2019 General Synod

July 10-16, 2019
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I will not leave you nor forsake you'

D o you remember that
feeling in the pit of
your stomach when September
began each year?

ARCHBISHOP
LinDA
NicHoLLs

As the summer ended and a
new school year began we faced
change — a new teacher, new
classes, different classmates and
new challenges. Some faced
September with eager anticipa-
tion while others dreaded the
adjustments ahead and most of
us felt a mixture of fear, anxiety,
hope and excitement.

I rather suspect that is how
we are feeling as we face the
coming months of chang-
es. I will end my ministry as
Bishop of Huron on Septem-
ber 30th. These almost three
years as your diocesan bishop
will remain in my heart as a
treasured gift. You welcomed
me so warmly; taught me
about ministry in southwestern
Ontario; and worked with me
to face our challenges of living
the Five Marks of Mission
sustainably.

My excitement at the chal-
lenge of being the Primate is
deeply tempered with the regret
of leaving Huron. Many people
have also shared their mixed
emotions with me — regret that
I am leaving so soon; joy in
my call as Primate; and some
apprehensions about the com-
ing transition to another new
bishop.
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Another bit of Huron at the installation of our Primate:

The Canada Cope and Mitre were made by Betty McLeod from the
Diocese of Huron. She also did all the fabric art at the Cathedral.
The Cope was commissioned by Michael Peers
when he was Primate.

Whenever we face change
we face letting go of something
and entering into new experi-
ences. We know we will face
change in every season of our
lives. Throughout my minis-
try I have held onto a verse of

scripture that was shared with
me as I was leaving Canada to
teach in India. A good friend
gave me a locket with a verse
inside from Deuteronomy.

It was spoken by Moses to
Joshua as the Israelites were

preparing to cross into the land
promised to them, a land that
Moses would not see. Facing
uncertainties and fears Moses
offers Joshua this promise from
God - Ttis the Lord who goes
before you. He will be with
you: he will not leave (fail) you,
nor forsake you’ (Deuteronomy
31:8).

My locket with the words
‘I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee’ has long since
disappeared — but the verse
has remained as a touchstone
for me. In times of challenge,
despair or joy and even when
I was not sure where God was
in a situation, I held on to that
promise, certain that if God
was with me if I would listen
and seek God.

So I bequeath this same verse
to you, individually and as a
diocese, as you move into a
new time, a new ‘land’ with a
new bishop. Both you and I
go into the unknowns of that
future with God beside us. For
God is always with us ready to
guide, encourage, forgive and
challenge us as we daily live the
faith that has been marked with
a cross on our lives.

I ask for your prayers for me
as I too enter a new land’ and
face the anxieties and uncer-
tainties of change. My prayers
will be with you as you discern
the best person to serve as your
bishop for the next part of your
journey.

As we go into the future — let
us both take a deep breath and
remember that we do not go
into that future alone. We go
with God, who has promised
us — T will never leave you nor
forsake you’

+ Linda

Episcopal election in Huron set for October 26

The Diocese of Huron will
elect its new diocesan bishop
on October 26 and the diocesan
administrator from October 1
until the consecration (or in-
stallation) of the 14" Bishop of
Huron will be the Most Rever-
end Colin Johnson, retired Met-
ropolitan of Ontario.

These decisions were made
at the meeting of the Diocesan
Council on July 27, following
the election of Huron's bishop
Linda Nicholls as the new Pri-
mate of the Anglican Church of
Canada at the General Synod
session in Vancouver on July 13,
2019.

Archbishop Linda Nicholls
shared with Diocesan Council
her formal letter of resignation
as the Bishop of Huron effec-
tive September 30, 2019. Di-
ocesan Council appointed the
Most Reverend Colin Johnson,
retired Metropolitan of Ontar-
io and Archbishop of Toronto
and Moosonee as the Diocesan
Administrator from October

Nominating process

Each member of the Diocesan Council nominates (by secret
written ballot) up to three eligible persons. In order to qualify,
a nominee has to receive minimum five votes from the Coun-
cil members. The Provincial House of Bishops may provide
additional three candidates. The nominees selected by the Di-
ocesan Council who accept the nomination and the nominees
added by the Provincial House of Bishops represent the nom-
inees of the Electoral Procedures Committee.

The Constitution also allows for further nominations for
candidates for election for bishop from any five members of
Synod. Such nominations, along with the written consent of
the nominee to stand for election, must be received by the
Vice-Chancellor of the Diocese through Church House or
email sent to vicechancellor@diohuron.org before October

16, 2019.

1, 2019. Archbishop Colin will
have all the rights and privileges
of a diocesan bishop during this
time period.

In accordance with the Dioc-
esan Constitution, the honorary
secretaries of Synod gave notice
of an Electoral Synod to be held
on Saturday, October 26 at the

Cathedral Church of St. Paul in
London.

The Vice-Chancellor, Mr.
Christopher Sinal, convened an
Electoral Procedures Commit-
tee whose members are: Rev.
Canon Val Kenyon, Rev. Kristen
Aikman, Rev. Robert Clifford,
Mr. Scott Saunders, Ms. Gail

Cuthbert-Brandt, Canon Paul
Rathbone.

This Committee will oversee
the electoral process including
the method of sharing candi-
dates’ names and information
with the Diocese.

As the Constitution allows,
questions of the candidates for
election will be solicited from
the deanery councils and the
candidate’s responses will be
published in a variety of media.

The names of the candidates
nominated by the Electoral
Procedures Committee will be
known to the public by the time
this issue of the Huron Church
News reaches its audience. In
the next (October) edition, we
will share with you the candi-
dates' biographies and their re-
plies to the questions created by
the Committee.

For all updates on episcopal
election in Huron visit our web-
site (www.diohuron.org) and
follow us on Twitter@diohuron
#huronelxn.
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We need a deeper humility to listen to one another

Archbishop Linda Nicholls gives an exclusive interview for the Huron Church News immediatelly after elected Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada

By Rev. Canon Keith Nethery

What do you have to say to the
Anglican Church of Canada?

We have a unique opportunity
to witness within the Anglican
Communion to what it means
to live together in faith. In a
world of increasing polariza-
tion where differences become
reasons to hate, we are a Church
that gathers first around our call
in Jesus Christ.

We have differences - lan-
guage, culture, race, sexual
orientation, liturgical preferenc-
es, theological preferences — and
we could divide on any or all of
these.

Yet, our beloved Church seeks
a unity in God built on respect,
dignity of every person, and
the humility grounded in our
need for each other as we each
seek to be faithful to the Gospel
and need to hear how God is
speaking to each of us and to
the whole Church. Despite the
sometimes pain of our differ-

A voice sound, clear, charitable, reasonable.

ences - we are family in Christ.

Over my years in ministry
I have watched our Anglican
family engage divisive issues
and differences. We are learning
ways to listen; to explore theo-
logical questions and to practice
reconciliation. We are learning...
We have much to share with
others on this journey with us in
the Anglican Communion and
our ecumenical partners.

I look forward to deepen-
ing my knowledge of and care
for every part of our beloved
Church and seeing how God
is being made known through
our ministries. I also look for-
ward to sharing with the wider
Church how we, in Canada, live
with our differences.

What do you want to say to
the Diocese of Huron?

Thank you! Thank you for
the privilege of serving as your
diocesan bishop for almost
three years. Thank you for your
warmth in welcoming me into

Photo: Milos Tosic

your midst and your patience
as I learned your history and
needs. Being elected Primate
carries with it the pain of leav-
ing a ministry I love in your
midst. Thank you for welcom-
ing the stranger, opening your
hearts and ministries as to-
gether we have plunged further
into the Five Marks of Mission.
Huron will always have a special
place in my heart as I watch the
next steps in your journey.
What does this mean in your
personal journey with Jesus?
The process of being nominat-
ed for Primate and awaiting the
election has taken me deeper
in prayer and into a new place
in offering myself in ministry.
I wrestled with personal choic-
es alongside the needs of the
diocese of Huron, alongside the
needs of the wider Church and
the possibility that I have gifts
to offer. The vulnerability of the
process has drawn me closer to
Jesus and renewed my practice

of Ignatian prayer, seeking that
place of deep consolation and
peace that is beyond any partic-
ular outcome. I am grateful for
that renewal as it will be needed
in the journey ahead.

Is this a church hopelessly
divided or can you see a light of
reconciliation?

I do not believe the Church is
hopelessly divided. I am aware
that each of us has received
and sees the gospel through
the particular ways in which it
has been shared in our context.
Instantaneous global commu-
nication and migration means
that we hear multiple expres-
sions of the gospel all around
us. The way forward is through
building relationships ground-
ed in our shared call in Christ.
My experiences in my D.Min.
studies, in ecumenical dialogue,
on the Primate’s Task Group and
in the Bishops in Dialogue have
shown me that we need a deeper
humility to listen to one anoth-
er; recognize the marks of the
Spirit in the other; and joyfully
worship and be at God’s table
together.

The fullness of reconciliation
is in the future but the first steps
are being practiced now and are
bearing fruit. We have a unique
opportunity to practice these
steps of reconciliation in the
Anglican Church of Canada as
we are in such a journey with
our Indigenous partners in the
gospel and with others who
have made Canada their home.

What would you like to say to
Fred Hiltz (besides help!!)?

My first words would be deep
gratitude for his leadership and
profoundly pastoral care and

Archbishop Fred Hiltz on our new Primate and challenges facing the head of the Anglican Church of Canada

I rejoice in Linda Nicholls'
election as our new Primate as
does the entire Church, says
Archbishop Fred Hiltz in the
exclusive interview for the Hu-
ron Church News following the
installation of the new head of
the Anglican Church of Canada.

The former Primate prais-
es Archbishop Linda's broad
view of the Church. She has
“a great appreciation for the
every-widening circles of our
Anglican Church” - in Nichol-
Is' case a quality based on her
deep knowledge of the Anglican
tradition.

“She knows what it means to
be Anglican’, says Hiltz pointing
out that Nicholls also knows
“how to articulate her vision
both in spoken and written
from in a way that is accessible
to people, which will be very
important in her new role”

Hiltz's twelve years at the
helm of the Anglican Church of
Canada has lead him to believe
that Primate's main responsibil-

ity is to be a focus of unity for
the Church.

"A bishop is called to be the
focus of unity in his or her dio-
cese", says Hiltz, "and when you
are called to be Primate, you re-
ally are called to be the focus of
unity for the entire Church and
that can be pretty daunting at
times. Linda has the gifts to be
able to exercise that ministry.

The Archbishop's faith in his
successor is based on his appre-
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Primate's role is to be the focus of unity for the entire Church

ciation of Nicholls' contribution
in the National House:

“Her voice is sound, it is clear,
it is charitable, it is reasonable,
and she has a great way of
being able to work with people
across differences and that is so
important”

Another quality Linda Nich-
olls brings to her new role is
that she is well respected in the
Anglican Communion through
her ecumenical work.

“She’s got a good name in the
wider circles of the Church”,
states the former Primate.

When it comes to the chal-
lenges facing the new Primate,
Hiltz is certain that people are
still pondering outcomes of
conversations regarding the
Marriage Canon.

“I think the move to amend
the Canon will never go away;
people really want to see that
happen’, says Hiltz. He is also
quick to point out that the ulti-
mate outcome of General Synod
was not that the amendment
to the Marriage Canon failed
in order of bishops, but that
bishops “sent a message to the
Church through Synod say-
ing that we are living in a new
reality leaving room for bishops
and synods to exercise what is
defined as a local option.”

It is important that this mes-
sage is send across the Church,
says Hiltz, and Linda Nicholls
will be able to do just that.

“I truly hope that her prima-

love for our Church - our whole
Church - in all of its diversity.
Fred modelled for me and the
Church the heart of a pastor; the
wisdom of the Spirit; and the
courage of Christ in his prima-
tial ministry. My next words
would be - “Enjoy the deserved
rest and refreshment of retire-
ment - but let me have your cell
number on speed dial!!”

Reflect on what this means to
you personally?

I am humbled by the con-
fidence of the General Synod
in electing me as Primate and
aware of the weight of the office.
I am aware that I enter this
office as the first woman to hold
it in Canada and know that this
is another step in the awareness
of the gifts that women bring to
ordained ministry.

There is a sacrificial nature to
primatial ministry as it removes
the bishop from the joys and
challenges of directly working
with clergy and laity in parishes
in a particular area. Both Trent-
Durham, Diocese of Toronto
and the Diocese of Huron have
allowed me to share in the
exercise of episcopal ministry
in ordinations, confirmations,
baptisms, church dedications
and in deconsecrations.

I will miss that direct con-
nection - even as I take new
joy in seeing the ministries of
parishes and dioceses across the
country. It will mean likely more
travelling — which is an aspect
that I have yet to discuss with
Bagheera (my cat!)!

(For the full interview visit:
https://diohuron.org/we-need-
a-deeper-humility-to-listen-to-
one-another/)

cy won't be overshadowed or
overburdened by this one issue’,
concludes Archbishop Hiltz
while pointing out to a different
challenge that could dominate
the life of the Anglican Church
of Canada during Nicholls' ten-
ure as Primate.

“General Synod itself is at the
point in history - and it hap-
pens every so many years in the
Church - where it has to refocus
its own ministry”, explains the
Archbishop referring to the fact
that some dioceses are not able
to meet their apportionment
to General Synod to the extent
they once could. Going forward
with the process of strategic
planning will involve a high
degree of consultations with
dioceses and the Council of the
North and the Anglican Council
of Indigenous Peoples.

“That is going to be a big
challenge, but I think it is the
challenge she will readily and
skilfully embrace’, says Hiltz.

Davor Milicevic



PAGE 4

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF HURON CHURCH NEWS

SEPTEMBER 2019

Intense and demanding, yet celebratory, honest and promising

General Synod 2019 as seen by a Huron participant
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Walking together, weeping together: embracing youth representatives after July 12 vote on a
motion to amend the Anglican Church of Canada’s marriage canon

By Ven. Tim Dobbin

Those expecting
General Synod 2019 in
Vancouver to be emotionally
charged would not have been
disappointed.

There were three big tick-
et items on the agenda - the
second reading of a motion to
amend the Marriage Canon,
the movement towards self-de-
termination for our indigenous
sisters and brother, and the
election of a Primate — any one
of which on its own would have
generated enough firepower for
a Synodical gathering.

Your delegates Sydney
Brouillard-Coyle, Rev. Rosalyn
Elm, Canon Marilyn Malton,
Archbishop Linda Nicholls,
Ven. Tanya Phibbs, Canon
Paul Rathbone, Paul Town-
shend, Rev. Canon Dr. Todd
Townshend, Pam Walton and
I experienced something of a
roller-coaster over the days Syn-
od met (July 10-16).

Calling for patience

Synod opened on Wednes-
day evening with a beautifully
crafted liturgy in the superbly
appointed Christchurch Ca-
thedral, four blocks east of
the Conference Centre where
proceedings took place. Our
National Indigenous (now)
Archbishop Mark MacDonald
reminded us of the importance
of God’s resurrected presence
in our midst in whatever we are
living - “if God doesn’t show up,
we are toast... Our response to
Jesus’ resurrection is to grow
together as communities of
disciples, practising radical
openness to one another, being
renewed in love for all of God’s
creation and recovering the true
glory, power and strength of the
resurrection.

Thursday morning opened
with Morning Prayer togeth-
er, followed by a number of
housekeeping matters. Our now
former Primate, Archbishop
Fred Hiltz delivered his final
primatial address, in which he
laid out the priorities we would
be addressing at Synod: theo-
logical education; intentional
discipleship - or ‘living and
sharing a Jesus-shaped life’;
reconciliation; social justice
issues, including human traf-
ficking; care for creation; and
ecumenism.

He called for patience and
respect for one another as we
continued our conversation on
changes to the Marriage Canon.
He concluded with his reflec-
tions on the role and requisite
gifts of the next Primate, which
includes the casting of a fresh
strategic plan for the national
Church to carry us beyond
2022. For his final prayer for us,
he drew on Paul’s outpouring of
love to the church at Philippi,

‘I thank my God every time I
remember you...” (1.3-7).

The emerging
Church

After lunch, Canon Martin
Brokenleg and Bishop Lynne
McNaughton led us through
a process of mutual invitation
and reviewed how to engage in
respectful dialogue in prepara-
tion for agenda items on Friday.

We watched the compelling
and challenging documenta-
ry produced by the Primate’s
Commission on Discovery,
Reconciliation and Justice
entitled ‘Doctrine of Discovery:
stolen lands, strong hearts. It
led into the former Primate’s
heart-rending and comprehen-
sive apology for the spiritual
harm inflicted on indigenous
peoples by the Canadian Angli-

Indigenous

can church. The floor of Synod
fell silent. Indigenous leaders
thanked and embraced Arch-
bishop Fred and undertook to
respond to the apology before
the conclusion of Synod.

The fruit of Thursday’s pre-
paratory work was evident on
Friday as we gathering in the
morning to respond to Resolu-
tion A050-R1 which dealt with
amendments to the Canon XXII
(National Indigenous Ministry).
The proposed changes provided
for greater self-determination
for indigenous members of the
Canadian church.

We listened to a number of
speakers including the Chair-
person of the Anglican Indige-
nous Network, Bishop Te Kitohi
Wiremu Pikaahu from the An-
glican Church in Aotearoa, New
Zealand and Polynesia before
Archbishop Mark laid out the
four key areas for the emerging
indigenous church: forming
disciples and strengthening
communities; governance;
resources and stewardship; and
valuing and equipping youth.

The motion passed easily.
Judith Moses (daughter of the
late Leona Moses of Six Na-
tions) from the Vision Keepers,
a group formed in July 2016
to play an advisory role on the
national church’s implemen-
tation of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous People (UNDRIP)
and how we live into the Fourth
Mark of Mission, presented
their findings.

'A Word to the Church'

The buoyant mood carried
into the afternoon as we con-
sidered amendments to the res-
olution to amend the marriage
canon which passed by a slen-
der margin in 2016. Essentially
the amendments provided for

the holding of different under-
standings of Christian marriage
and for the capacity of indige-
nous Anglicans to come to their
own decisions in their own time
about the marriage canon.

This amendment and a state-
ment of affirmations ratified by
the Council of General Synod
passed easily (89.6%). Perhaps
this was one of the reasons, the
failure to pass of Resolution
A052-R2 to amend Canon
XXI to extend the definition of
marriage to include same gen-
der partners came as a shock
for many at Synod. Because
the proposed change was to
doctrine, the canons require
a ‘super-majority’ (2/3rds) in
each of the three houses (laity,
clergy and bishops) across two
successive synods.

Marriage Canon vote

General Synod 2019 was
considering the second reading.
As you are likely aware, the
resolution carried easily in the
houses of laity (80.9%) and cler-
gy (73.2%), but did not carry in
the house of bishops (62.2) %

— 23 bishops were in favour, 14
were against and 2 abstained.

The floor of Synod once again
fell silent when the results were
flashed up on the screen. The
silence was almost immediately
punctured by the heart-rending
cries of a youth representative
who fled the meeting hall in
significant distress. The pervad-
ing mood seemed to be one of
shock and sadness. There was
an attempt to move a motion in
response to the result authoris-
ing clergy across the country to
preside at same-gender mar-
riage. Another delegate remind-
ed the house that ‘our children
are crying’ after which the
Primate adjourned proceedings
for the night. Members of the
house embraced youth repre-
sentatives who were standing
arms linked and singing outside
the hall.

The reaction of the media
and on social media was swift
and in many instances harsh. It
likely reflected the considerable
grief, pain and disappoint-
ment many in Vancouver were
feeling. The temptation was to
point a finger at the house of
bishops.

'We are walking together'

The charisms of the epis-
copate include being a focus
for unity and upholding the
faithful teachings of the church
as revealed. It was obvious that
they as a body were divided and
struggling to discern how best
to respond in light of the reality
that over 75% of all delegates
present had voted in favour of
the Resolution. Their desire to
find a way forward together
was clear and evident. They
abandoned their scheduled
presentation during the prima-
tial election the following day

in order to listen and to speak
openly with one another about
their differences.

That conversation continued
after the close of proceedings at
10.30 on Saturday evening, over
breakfast and again over lunch
on Monday. The fruit of their
spirited engagement with one
another was a statement, which
Archbishop Fred and Archbish-
op-elect Linda presented to the
house on Monday afternoon.
The house expressed ‘profound
sorrow’ for the ‘deep hurt’ their
decision had occasioned the
LBGTQ2S+ community across
the world. Whilst acknowledg-
ing they are not of one mind,
they affirmed that:

"We are walking together
in a way which leaves room
for individual dioceses and
jurisdictions of our church to
proceed with same-sex mar-
riage according to their contexts
and convictions, sometimes

(B3]

described as 'local option'.

The bishops also affirmed ‘the
inherent right of Indigenous
peoples and communities to
spiritual self-determination in
their discernment and deci-
sions in all matters” How this
statement is worked out on the
ground in Huron remains to be
seen. Council of General Synod
will also be reviewing some of
the structures under which we
currently make decisions in our
national life, which as Bishop
Jane Alexander observed may
need revisiting in light of our
present context.

Primatial election

We reconvened on Saturday
morning at Christchurch Ca-
thedral for Eucharist at which
Bishop Lynne McNaughton
preached, reminding us the
charisms of a true shepherd
and his/her capacity to confer
names.

The Primatial election
followed with Archbishop
Linda being elected on the
fourth ballot with majorities of
64.2% amongst laity and 71.1%
amongst clergy. It was a joy to
witness the Synod gathering
recognising and affirming God’s
call on Archbishop Lindass life
to serve as the 14th Primate of
the Anglican Church of Cana-
da. As your Huron delegation,
our feelings were somewhat
mixed as we acknowledged that
it would mean losing as our Di-
ocesan a gifted, dedicated and
transformative leader.

Synod reconvened on Satur-
day evening and passed resolu-
tions encouraging dioceses and
parishes to curb purchase of
single-use plastics and reduce
our reliance upon them. We
adopted the Season of Creation
in the church as ‘an annual time
of prayer, education and action
from September 1 — October
4, and we encouraged use of
UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals. We also listened to pre-
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General Synod delegates at Christ Church Cathedreal in Vancouver

sentations from the Anglican
Foundation and PWRDE.

Thank you Fred

Delegates on Sunday morning
fanned out across Vancouver
as local parishes welcomed us
at Sunday liturgies and wa-
tered and fed us afterwards.
Provincial caucuses met in the
afternoon to elect delegates to
the Council of General Synod
before we returned to listen to
presentations and then pass
resolutions concerning the
General Synod Pension and
Benefit plans.

Delegates moved upstairs for
a farewell banquet at which a
number of speakers paid tribute
to the faithful, dedicated and

compassionate leadership of our
outgoing Primate Archbishop
Fred Hiltz over 12 years. Guests
included ECUSA’s Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry, ELCA’s
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton and ELCIC’s National
Bishop Susan Johnson.

It was a time of laughter and
tears as the warmth, concern,
thoughtfulness, diligence,
wisdom, accessibility, humility
and gentleness of Fred (as he
likes to be known) was cele-
brated.

The evening concluded with
Archbishop Mark MacDonald
leading those who were still on
their feet in a rousing Gospel
Jamboree.

| HAVE (A

Monday shone bright and
clear, even as many of us were
feeling the effects of the in-
tensity of the preceding days.
Resolutions were passed on the
restructuring of our commu-
nications teams, including a
revised strategy for the An-
glican Journal, on endorsing
an indigenous approach to
relationship with the land and
on memorialising both former
Primate Michael Peer’s apology
to Indigenous Anglicans on
August 6 1993 and the cor-
responding National Native
Covenant proposed in response
to the apology on April 3 1994.

We heard too moving tes-
timony from Archbishop
Suheil Duwani of work being
undertaken in the Diocese of
Jerusalem to promote peace
and reconciliation. During the
afternoon, we listened to the
riveting testimony of a woman
caught up in human trafficking
before we passed a resolution
on urging us to engage more
fully with this issue and modern
slavery. Later in the afternoon,
we endorsed the WCC’s Arusha
call to discipleship and the An-
glican Safe Church Charter and
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Protocols, and affirmed inter-
faith and ecumenical initiatives
during the evening.

The installation of our new
Primate

Our concluding day was
packed tight with remaining
agenda items. We found time
in the morning to reflect in our
table groups on the impact of
the vote on the marriage canon,
before approving various rites
for use in the Canadian Church,
including revisions to the Daily
Office. We were also able to
shoe horn in a resolution from
our youth representatives on
care for creation — Sydney
Brouillard-Coyle played a
significant role in their crafting
and the passage.

We heard a report from a del-
egation to the Anglican Consul-
tative Council which met earlier
this year in Hong Kong, before
Indigenous Elders responded to
the former Primate’s apology.

The 41st session of Gener-
al Synod concluded with the
soon-to-be installed Primate’s
concluding remarks in which
she acknowledged that as the
first female Primate in Canada

Huron permits same-sex marriages

The full text of Archbishop Linda Nicholls' letter to the diocese dated July 18 authorizing the availability of marriage to same-sex couples in the Diocese of

Huron starting August 1, 2019.

At the recent General Synod
of the Anglican Church of Cana-
da members from across Canada
gathered to worship, pray, listen,
discern and decide how our life
will proceed. The work of this
Synod included many significant
decisions. With joy, the first
steps towards a self-determining
Indigenous Church were passed,
including the appointment of
the National Indigenous Bishop
as a metropolitan and official
membership in General Synod
by representatives of the An-
glican Council of Indigenous
Peoples. We heard a deep and
profound apology from Primate
Fred Hiltz for spiritual harm to
indigenous peoples. We ap-
proved liturgical revisions and
additions to broaden our wor-
ship. We approved a new collect
for reconciliation with the
Jewish people. We affirmed our
commitment to addressing is-
sues around climate change. We
set in motion a strategic review
of the work of General Synod to
meet our changing context and
needs. And the Synod elected
me as the next Primate for the
Church - a humbling honour
and challenge.

We also returned to the
question of the proposed change
to Canon XXI on Marriage to
permit the marriage of same-
sex partners which has been
discussed extensively in the

: N . ?
Local support for same-sex marriages: Holy Trinity, Lucan was
one of many churches to have their voice heard after the General
Synod vote.

Church since 2013. It narrowly
passed the required majorities
at General Synod 2016 and was
considered in each Provincial
Synod and Diocese over the last
three years.

It has been clear for some time
that the Church is divided on
this issue with deeply held con-
victions for reasons of theology
priorities; scriptural interpre-
tation; or community needs.
Knowing how deeply the pain
would be felt by either decision
in 2019 the Council of Gen-
eral Synod offered to General
Synod ‘A Word to the Church’ of
affirmations of how we can live
together whatever the outcome.
This statement was affirmed
by General Synod with a very
strong majority.

However, the amendment
itself failed at its second reading.
It reached the 2/3’s majority
required in the clergy and laity
but not in the House of Bishops.
If the vote had been assessed
on the basis of the members of
General Synod as a whole the
overall majority was 75%.

I know that our diocese is
not of one mind on this issue.
However I am aware that the
majority strongly supported the
blessing of same-sex civil mar-
riages (over 72% of clergy and
laity) and have indicated to me
their strong support for equal
marriage in the church. The pain
of the failure of the amendment
has been deeply felt and heard.
In ‘A Word to the Church’ the
General Synod affirmed the pos-

sibility of local option’ for those
dioceses where affirming equal
marriage has been discerned as
consistent with the current Can-
on XXI. The House of Bishops
issued a statement that affirmed,
“We are walking together in a
way that leaves room for indi-
vidual dioceses and jurisdictions
of our church to proceed with
same-sex marriage according to
their contexts and convictions,
sometimes described as ‘local
option”’

Given the strong support in
Huron for this possibility, as of
August 1, 2019, I am authorizing
the availability of marriage to
same-sex couples as a pastoral
local option under the following
guidelines:

1. Same-sex marriages will be
permitted in parishes where the
priest and the Parish Council
have considered this matter and
agreed that the parish will do so.

2. Any parish desiring to do so
will write a letter to the Bishop
requesting permission - signed
by the priest (rector/incumbent)
and the Wardens and including
a description of the consid-
eration taken by the Parish
Council.

3. No parish is required to
offer same-sex marriage in their
location.

4. Clergy already have pro-
vision by canon to refuse to
perform a marriage for reasons

BY NAME

she was honouring and stand-
ing on the shoulders of many
outstanding women in church
leadership who had gone before
her.

The highlight of the day was
the installation of our new Pri-
mate, led into the Cathedral by
an entourage from Huron be-
fore being cleansed in a moving
indigenous rite. The Director of
Mission in the Anglican Com-
munion Office, the Rev. Canon
John Kafwanka preached on the
power of witnessing through
love in action, especially those
with whom we may be in bro-
ken relationship.

It was joyous and hope-filled
conclusion to what will be
remembered as a significant
moment in the councils of the
Canadian Anglican church -
emotionally charged, intense
and demanding at times, and
yet celebratory, honest and
promising as together we con-
tinue to do our best to discern
and live into God’s future for us
and for the world God loves so
much.

Ven. Tim Dobbin is the
Archdeacon of Brant/Norfolk.

of conscience.

As this is a pastoral local op-
tion it is at the discretion of the
diocesan bishop. It is an option
that I believe is appropriate for
the Diocese of Huron at this
time and is supported by many,
though not all, in the diocese.

I am however aware that I will
be the Bishop of Huron for

only a short time longer. This
may be a consideration in the
discernment of the next Bishop
of Huron. I pray that the diocese
will recognize that the work of
the bishop is much broader than
this issue.

Our Church has a wonderful
diversity in so many areas of its
life. That diversity also leads to
tensions but I can promise you
that the bishops, clergy and laity
of our church are committed
to living together with love and
grace as we continue to learn
from one another and seek a
path that honours God.

Archbishop Linda Nicholls

‘A Word to the Churck’

Read the entire document:
https://gs2019.an-
glican.ca/wp-content/
uploads/A-Word-to-the-
Church-Considering-the-
proposed-amendment-of-
Marriage-Canon-XXI.pdf
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'We were so full of our own self-importance’

General Synod passes Indigenous self-determination measures in nearly unanimous vote. In his last act as the head of the Anglican Church of Canada
Archbishop Fred Hiltz issues a public apology to First Peoples for spiritual harm done by the Church. Mark MacDonald given the title of the National
Indigenous Anglican Archbishop

National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop Mark MacDonald receives a metropolitical cross upon the
formation of a self-determining Indigenous Anglican church.

From Primate's apology

I confess our sin in failing to
acknowledge that as First Peo-
ples living here for thousands
of years, you had a spiritual
relationship with the Creator
and with the Land. We did not
care enough to learn how your
spirituality has always infused
your governance, social struc-
tures and family life.

I confess our sin in demon-
izing Indigenous spiritualities,
and in belittling the traditional
teachings of your Grand-
mothers and Grandfathers pre-
served and passed on through
the elders.

I confess the sin of our arro-
gance in dismissing Indigenous
spiritualities and disciplines as
incompatible with the Gospel of
Jesus, and insisting that there is
no place for them in Christian
Worship. (...)

I confess our sin in robbing
your children and youth of
the opportunity to know their
spiritual ancestry and the great
wealth of its wisdom and guid-
ance for living in a good way
with the Creator, the land and
all peoples.

For such shameful be-
haviours, I am very sorry. We
were so full of our own self-im-
portance. We followed “too
much the devices and desires of
our own hearts” (Confession,
p. 4, Book of Common Prayer).
We were ignorant. We were
insensitive. We offended you.
We offended the Creator.

As we look to you today, we
have come to acknowledge our
need to repent. (...)

With humility, I ask our
Church to turn to the Creator
seeking guidance and stead-
fastness of will in our efforts to
help heal the spiritual wounds
we inflicted. Let us commit
ourselves to learning how
traditional Indigenous practices
contribute to healing and to
honour them.

From the Elders’' response

We understand and respect
the deep meaning of this
Apology and the commit-
ment and honour with which
it was made. Those of us who
have had the pleasure to work
with and to know Your Grace,
appreciate beyond what words
can convey, that you have heard
and understood us. We are
touched to the depths of our
souls by your words and com-
mitments.

We must clarify, however, that
no single statement of ‘accep-
tance’ is possible on behalf of
Indigenous peoples in this land.
We respect the right for each in-
dividual to ponder your words
and we hope that those who are
at the stage of their healing to
accept and forgive, will do so
in the privacy of their homes
and communities. Trauma can
easily be reignited by simple
cues in day-to-day life. Anger,
despair, hurt and humiliation
can easily reappear, often with-
out warning, even when one has
embraced forgiveness. But we
sincerely hope that your words
will provide comfort, and help
convey God’s grace and love to
those affected by spiritual harm
and by the Church’s role in
creating this harm.

This is an historic week in the
life and future of our Church.
We did it together! We are part-
ners in change. It was our finest
moment as a Church. Asa
fully recognized self-determin-
ing people within the Anglican
Church of Canada, the Apology
is timely in reinforcing that the
Church is walking side-by-side
with us as we continue our
spiritual journey for healing.

(For the full texts go to: https://
www.anglican.ca/news/
an-apology-for-spiritual-
harm/30024511/
https://gs2019.anglican.ca/
atsynod/a-message-from-the-
elders/)

\ Diocesan Animator for Truth and Reconciliation

Bishop Nicholls appointed the Rev. Rosalyn Elm as the Dioc-
esan Animator for Reconciliation and Indigenous Ministries ef-
fective June 1, 2019. Here's Rosalyn's first address to the diocese:

"She:koli My name is Rosalyn Kantlahtant Elm. Tam a priest
in the Diocese of Huron serving the Parishes of Six Nations, Her
Majesty’s Royal Chapel and as Truth and Reconciliation Anima-
tor. The position of Animator captures what it means to follow
ministry of Jesus Christ and the work of the Spirit for G-d’s mis-
sion for the world.

As Animator for Truth and Reconciliation, I will assist in
forming encouraging and sustaining engagement with indigenous
communities and non-indigenous communities within the dio-
cese and across southwestern Ontario. Especially working with
Lene Lanape Algonkian Iroquoian council, and Bridge-builders
here in the Diocese of Huron. Specifically, this includes providing
understanding and paths of implementation to the TRC calls to
Action UNDRIP and response to justice issues.

Including education and strategy for inclusion of all peoples
through understanding the effects of race and privilege. Includ-
ing looking at anti-racism initiatives and training.

The Gospel provides for us a framework to live into the prom-
ise of a New Kingdom in which God’s people are inspired to work
with the abundance that has been provided to bring forth new
and good creations and a place for his people to flourish.

Photo: Milos Tosic : . . v >
In this way we are all Animators in God’s Kingdom.

Open to everyone, Renison Institute of Ministry’s courses and events
offer participants supportive and interactive learning experiences led by
passionate and knowledgeable instructors Saturdays at Renison!

Upcoming courses

Introduction to Theology—Explore core Christian doctrines and associated
controversies and ‘heresies’.

starting Sept. 28, 2019 with Rev’d Dr. Patrick Patterson

Life Words/Life Works: Exploration of the New Testament—Examine the
New Testament in an intellectual, sensorial and affective way.

starting Oct. 5, 2019 with Rev’d Canon Dr. Wendy Fletcher

Indigenous Theology—FEngage in indigenous wisdom and theology from the
Haudenosaunee perspective.

starting Oct. 19, 2019 with Rev’d Rosalyn Elm

Apostles to Reformers: Church History—Trace the growth of the Church, from
its genesis in Jerusalem, up to the time of the Reformation.

starting Oct. 19, 2019 with Mr. Jeremy Frost

Upcoming events

Leading the Prayers of the People

Oct. 26, 2019 with Rev’d Matthew Kieswetter

Prophetic Voices: Israel’s Prophets and the Struggle for Justice
Nov. 30, 2019 with Mr. Robert Jones

Renison and Huron University College work in partnership to provide courses for the
Licentiate in Theology (LTh) program.

For more information or to register:
uwaterloo.ca/cape/register | 519-884-4404 ext. 28659

-*- Be AncLican N THe Wortp!

e

§RENISON

1V ATTH THE NIVERSITY OF 'WATESLOO




SEPTEMBER 2019

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF HURON CHURCH NEWS

PAGE 7

A place to worship and a gathering place for community functions

Holy Trinity, Cambridge marks its 175th anniversary with festivities throughout this year.

Photo: Huron Archives

One hundred and seventy five years of history:
Trinity Church in Cambridge, Ontario has always been a leader in
important community projects and ventures.

Festivities for celebration
of Trinity's 175th anniversary
started January 1 and will end
Dec. 31, 2019.

We have highlighted many
activities throughout this year.
On Sunday, October 6, Arch-
bishop Linda Nicholls will be
coming for the Anniversary of
our Consecration Day, a major
celebration day.

Looking back

In those days, it came to pass
that a certain man arose from
his home in Pennsylvania and
went to Shades Mills situat-
ed in the United Province of
Canada along the Grand River.
The man’s name was Absalom
Shade.

This Absalom took to man-
aging lands in North Dumfries

for another whose name was
William Dickson.

There, Shade and Dickson
became prominent in the de-
velopment of this prosperous
land flowing with “milk and
honey”. Indeed, are not Shade
and Dickson Streets, named to
commemorate their industri-
ous work, not so called until
this very day? And have not
several famous hockey play-
ers made their mark at Shade
Street Arena before graduating
to the NHL?

Being led by the Spirit, these
men made bequests which
include Trinity Church, Trinity
Park and Trinity Cemetery.
Now Bishop John Strachan,
the first Anglican bishop of
Toronto who is known as the
political bishop because of his
involvement in developing
education for common people,
founding the University of
Toronto, and for his influence
in propagating ideas that were
later enshrined in the Consti-
tution of Canada, consecrated
Trinity in 1844.

Serving the wider commu-
nity

For thirty-two years, Rever-
end Michael Boomer, a gradu-
ate of Trinity College, Dublin,
served as rector to guide his
constituents in their daily lives
and spiritual matters.

Much petitioning, under
the direction of Dickson and
Shade, had been required for
the granting of a minister to
Trinity Church; further the

two men donated funds and
land for the erection of the
first church building which, al-
though altered over the years,
still remains.

For 175 years Anglicans and
others have had a refuge from
the world, a place to worship
and thank God for his great
mercies, and a gathering place
for community functions.
During its history, much effort
was put into the welfare of
all citizens of the city of Galt,
named after John Galt of the
Canada Company.

In 1973 four communities
were amalgamated into Cam-
bridge by the Provincial Gov-
ernment. Today that history is
evidenced by Trinity’s leader-
ship in such projects as Trinity
Community Table, Monica
House, and other important
community ventures. Trinity’s
wealth of stained glass win-
dows and classic interior have
attracted film makers to utilize
the settings for historical pro-
grams such as TV’s “Murdoch
Mysteries”.

God’s intention is that others
should look to His people and
observe that they are honest,
fair and respectful in their
dealings with everyone. As
well, His people endeavour
to look after not only each
other, but for all citizens in
the community, and exhibit
concern for others with prob-
lems, especially those who
have special needs or require
assistance.

Looking ahead

For 175 years citizens of the
community have observed
parishioners at Trinity exhib-
iting the type of lifestyle and
community involvement that
make them wonder, “What is
so special about these people?
Could it be their spiritual lives?
Maybe we should look into
this ourselves!”

At the end of the Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist at
Trinity, parishioners are still
asked to seek God’s guidance
in matters to which they have
been led “to love and serve the
LORD”

Although their spiritual
ancestors have died and are
buried with their fathers, their
legacy lives on in the entity-
which is known as Trinity
Anglican Church, Cambridge.

Jamie Smith

B

The oldest Anglican Church in Huron County celebrates 170 years

Parishioners of Trinity St. James, Bayfield say good-bye to their rector Rev. Dr. Wayne Malott

In 1849 The Reverend Rob-
ert Francis Campbell, after 15
years of galloping around on
horseback establishing schools
and divine Anglican worship
in the Huron Tract, settled in
Bayfield and established the
first Anglican congregation in
the village.

In 1855 construction had
begun on the historic Geor-
gian Style building that is still
serving the area Anglican pa-
rishioners today. Not only is it
the oldest church in Bayfield
but the oldest Anglican Church
in Huron County. It was built
of bricks created in the brick
yards located along the Bayfield
River.

One can see the different
shades of bricks, indicating that
the walls were probably built in
stages,” explained Ralph Smith,
in his book “Historical Sketch
of Trinity Anglican Church in
Bayfield, Ontario, published in
1999 in honor of the 150th an-
niversary of the church.

Just like the laying of these
bricks the history of the church
continues to be built in stages.
Earlier this year Trinity was

With love and grateful thanks to Wayne and Lori

amalgamated with their sister
church, St. James, Middleton a
congregation also rich with its
own history. These two parish-
es have come together under
the Trinity St. James Anglican
Church banner.

As restructuring continues in
the Diocese of Huron it was an-
nounced that Rev. Wayne Ma-
lott would be moved on to the
next phase of his career, Trinity
and St. James having been his

first independent position as a
rector.

He presided over his first ser-
vice on Dec. 1, 2011 and the
thought was he would work in
the community for two years.
However, a divine match be-
tween  congregations and
Wayne became evident and he
was officially inducted as rector
on Sept. 7, 2014.

On May 26, he delivered his
last services, and performed

his first dual Baptism, to a full
house during which much
laughter, spontaneous applause
and quite a few tears were
shared.

Amid the tumult the congre-
gation and friends in the com-
munity gathered together on
the evening of May 27 to cele-
brate the 170th anniversary of
the church in Bayfield as well
as to bid a fond farewell to Rev.
Wayne, and his wife, Lori.

In attendance were volun-
teers and Bayfield Lions Club
representatives who are great
supporters of the Bayfield Food
Bank (Feed My Sheep). This
essential service provided for
a number of families and in-
dividuals in the community is
based at Trinity St. James.

Leaders from Bayfield Guid-
ing were also present as mem-
bers of the Guiding movement
have been using Trinity St.
James as their meeting place for
more than 40 years.

Organized by the church
wardens, Geordie Palmer and
Paul Spittal, many, many hands
worked together to make the
evening a success.

The chicken dinner
prepared and served by John
Pounder. Larry Dalton made
the gift presentation to the de-
parting couple on behalf of the
congregation, a lovely canvas
print, depicting both church
buildings and a quintessential
Bayfield scene, created by local
photographer, Dianne Bran-
don.

Throughout the weekend
events one recurring theme
shone through, Trinity St
James is more than just a few
layers of bricks from which to
worship. It is an integral part
of the community it serves and
time only strengthens its mor-
tar.

Text and Photos:

was

Melody Falconer-Pounder
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The joy of Bishop Linda’s visit to Southern Trinity

On Sunday, June 16 we had
the pleasure of welcoming Bish-
op Linda to Eucharist services at
St Andrew’s at 9.30am with Rev.
Stan Fraser and later at Christ
Church, Colchester with Rev.
Hilton Gomes where Ian Arthur
McMahon was confirmed and
Avery Stewart received into our
Anglican Church.

The Bishop talked to us about
the importance of our baptism
promises which confirm our
relationship with a Trinitarian
God.

She said that the relationship
of all Three in One is import-
ant. She sees this relationship
between God our Creator, Jesus
as our Redeemer and the Holy
Spirit as the Sanctifier as one of
love. It is this same relationship
of the love that “energizes our
Church Community", stated the
Bishop.

It is also about justice, for-
giveness and reconciliation.
Adam and Eve gave up that re-
lationship; Jesus came to heal it

and to send God’s Holy Spirit to
live with us. As a result, gener-
ation after generation has been
encouraged to live in relation-
ship with God.

She continued to show us that
the “Holy Spirit helps us all to
figure out how to live with those
we don’t know — people of oth-
er races and different gender
so that we can show the love of
Jesus in our lives wherever we
work or study.

Bishop Linda urged us to read
the important questions in the
renewing of our faith, stated in
the Baptismal Covenant once a
week. They included: continu-
ing in the apostles teaching and
fellowship; resisting evil; shar-
ing the good news of the gospel
because some people have never
heard it; serving all people with
respect; striving for justice for
all; and safeguarding God’s cre-
ation.

Knowing what we have to do,
we can be joyful people who can
face difficult times, content to

Christ Church
Colchester: Choir
members with
the Bishop,
Rev. Hilton
Gomes and
Margaret
Newman
(layreader)

belong to Christs family, said
Bishop Linda. It is the commit-
ted Christians who go into di-
saster areas to bring hope, help,
compassion and love.

We are never alone, when
we have a relationship with
God and have the hope stron-
ger than death, warned Bishop
Linda. She concluded by say-
ing, “Wherever you are, you are
called to engage in life and re-
veal the Spirit of Jesus with joy”

During the lovely lunch and
afterwards, Bishop Linda an-
swered questions and revealed
the kind of activities she does
each week.

She said she loved meeting
people and she has enjoyed
driving to ninety-nine different
parishes during her first year in
the Diocese of Huron. We all
felt encouraged by her openness
and her delight at being with all
of us that day.

Jane Buttery

Tuesday Talks at Holy Trinity, Lucan
] |

Organizer Heather Smith with presenter paramedic Ben Rees

holding CPR manikins at Holy Trinity Parish in Lucan Ontario. Ben
discussed basic first aid for bleeding, choking, strokes and CPR.

Holy Trinity Church in Lu-
can was a hub of activity in the
month of May. The church’s hall
was filled with parishioners
and members of the communi-
ty who had come out Tuesday
evenings to hear guest speakers
present on varying topics.

Parishioner Heather Smith
came up with the idea and
pitched it to the church’s coun-
cil who unanimously support-
ed the idea. “If our church can
be a place to inform people on

important topics, I'm all for it,”
said Holy Trinity’s Rector Mat-
thew Martin.

Heather, who was inspired af-
ter hearing about similar talks
in London, thought the small
town of Lucan could benefit
as well. “The idea of offering
weekly information sessions
would not only provide a social
opportunity for members of
Holy Trinity, but also allow the
church to provide outreach to
our community.”

The talks were a huge success
as people learned about garden-
ing, first-aid, wellness offerings
in the community, and fraud
and identity theft which was
presented by OPP officer Chad
Murray.

Initially Heather thought 15
or 20 people would attend, but
her expectations were exceeded.
“I was so pleased with the num-
ber of attendees. By the final
session we had 45 people and
had to keep putting out chairs.
The presenters did an amazing
job. They were all very informa-
tive and passionate about their
topics”

In receiving a lot of positive
feedback Heather plans to run
more talks in the fall:

“Soon after the sessions were
over I had people asking when
the next Tuesday Talks would
be. People were highly en-
gaged, asking questions, and
walking away with valuable in-
formation. The experience was
appreciated by both the attend-
ees and the presenters. I think
this is an initiative we will offer
again”

Amanda Jackman

Church and community
supporting each other

On Monday, July 29th, Christ Church Anglican, Markdale, wel-
comed the Community Foundation Grey Bruce for the presenta-
tion of $1,500.00 in support of Music on the Green.

This series of free, outdoor concerts each summer Sunday after-
noon, is arranged by the music director, Gerard Willmes, assisted
by a team of volunteers who do everything from advertising to set-
ting up the tent and stage for the performers early Sunday morn-
ings.

zoéhapman’s Ice Cream of Markdale donate tasty treats for the au-
dience.

There is something for every musical taste, folk to jazz to light
classical. Audience members bring their lawn chairs and set up
in the shade of the tall trees, with (hopefully) blue skies and fluffy
white clouds above. Of course, in the case of rain, the concert moves
inside the church.

Many thanks to the Foundation for this generous grant and to
Chapman’s for the treats.

Chris Griflin

Huron's Rich Jones on
the Canadian Compass Rose
Society board of directors

The Canadian Compass Rose
Society is pleased to announce
the appointment of Archdeacon
Richard A. Jones as the newest
member of the national board of
directors.

Archdeacon Jones and his wife,
Heather, currently live in Wood-
stock, Ontario. Richard served in
three parishes in the Diocese of
Toronto before moving in 1993 to
the Diocese of Huron where he served in Tillsonburg and Wood-
stock and was part of Huron’s congregational coaching team.

After “retiring” in 2011 Richard has covered three interims,
served as the territorial Archdeacon for Brant/Norfolk and Oxford,
and continues to record the weekly radio show, “Oh for Heaven’s
Sake”, with the Reverend Dr. Stephen Hendry.

The Compass Rose Society is the fund-raising organization which
supports the work of the Archbishop of Canterbury around the
world. Established in 1994, the society has helped support hospitals
in Gaza, eye clinics in Ghana, theological schools in Africa, Aids
relief in South Africa, a green initiative in poor nations, and many
more projects which the Archbishop has chosen over the years.

The Diocese of Huron and Huron College have memberships in
the Society. Memberships are available to individuals and organi-
zations. Groups of people can form Compass Rose Society chapters
in their parish or deanery.

Richard sees his role as director as a challenge to increase aware-
ness of the Compass Rose Society and invite people to get involved
in this important and life changing work of our Anglican Commu-
nion. If you would like more information on becoming a member
or forming a chapter in your area you can contact Richard at: rra-
jones@execulink.com.

The Venerable Rich Jones
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St. James Westminster goes above and
beyond in supporting housing projects

Two success stories made possible by the efforts of St. James’ Outreach Committee

St. James Westminster, London Ontario. Photo: Huron Archives

Indwell

It was a simple challenge, ac-
cepted on the spot. It occurred
at an early June information
session in London put on by
Indwell. This Christian based,
non-profit organization based
in Hamilton was on the verge
of its first project in the Forest
City following successful Hous-
ing Projects in Hamilton, Sim-
coe and Woodstock. Organizers
asked for help in finishing the
furnishing of 45 one bedroom
affordable apartments in the
Woodfield Project downtown.
The cost was $3500.00 per unit.
That challenge was met by a
family in attendance, who then
turned to Canon Keith Nethery
and said, “St. James should do

one too” A quick yes was fol-
lowed by a little bit of, “Oh what
have I done!” No fear was neces-
sary as in three weeks just shy of
$7000.00 had been raised by the
congregation.

Indwell, which has a second
London project in the works
at the site of the Old Embassy
Hotel, is a somewhat unique
concept. They call what they do
affordable and supportive com-
munities. With on-site nursing,
counselling and social pro-
grams, the goal is to restore dig-
nity while providing a home for
people at an affordable rate with
a community building around
them. The members of St. James
Westminster plan to make this
partnership with Indwell an on-
going relationship.

Out of the Cold gets a warm
welcome

St. James’ Outreach Committee
spurred St. James’s response to
London’s Out of the Cold pro-
gram this past harsh winter,
raising not just the target of
$2,000, but a generous total of
$4,000.

Your gift was delivered to little
Beth Emanuel Methodist Epis-
copal Church on Grey street,
that opened its doors nightly
to people needing a safe warm
place to sleep.

St. James’s goal was to raise
$2,000 to help Beth Emanuel
buy 20 cots so their overnight
guests would no longer need to
roll out their sleeping bags on
the floor.

The additional funds will help
Beth Emanuel improve the fa-
cilities available for overnight
guests, such as a shower and a
washer and dryer.

Pastor Dan Morland, and
Beth Emanuel’s Food Scientist
- Kitchen Manager - Head Vol-
unteer, Lois Gosney report with
gladness that a number of their
winter guests have now joined
Beth Emanuel’s Day Programs,
focussed on addiction recovery,
faith discovery, and readiness
for living in stable housing.

Rev. Canon Keith Nethery
and Peggy Roffey

What does it take to send

children to camp?

On Sunday, June 23rd Rev. Canon Dr. Lorne
Mitchell blessed five backpacks at St. James, Strat-
ford’s 10:30 am service. These backpacks along
with five sleeping bags were taken to Romeo
School, Stratford to be given to the five students,
four boys and one girl, that St. James is support-
ing to attend Huron Church Camp (HCC).

This ministry was proposed to St. James a year
and a half ago. It was embraced by the Outreach
Committee and planning began immediately for
the outreach lunches that would fund this proj-
ect. Last year, thanks to the grace and generosity
of St. James’ parishioners with the proceeds from
two Outreach Lunches, the annual Bean Lunch
and parishioners and community members at the
monthly Men’s Breakfasts sufficient funds were
raised to send three students to camp. This year
all of the preceding raised enough to send five
students to camp.

Kate Lusk, Principal of Romeo School, also
embraced the idea and was visibly moved that
St. James wanted to offer some of her students an
opportunity to attend a summer camp. We dis-
cussed the items that the children are required to
bring to camp and together we identified those
items that might be a stretch for the families to
afford. Back at St. James the Outreach Committee
offered that we should not only provide the items
but also backpacks to put them in.

Three gently used backpacks were scooped
from St. James Annual Variety Sale and thanks
to a generous discount of 55% given by Canadian

Tire in Exeter, three quality sleeping bags were
purchased.

This year we were able to get the same bags,
again marked down 55%, with the owner of Ca-
nadian Tire deeply discounting the items for the
backpacks, which were donated by Samsonite in
Stratford.

With the joyful reception of this ministry by
Kate Lusk and Romeo School and the kids, the
St. James Outreach Committee and parishioners
who threw their loving and wholehearted support
behind it and the wider community who stepped
in we have partnered to make a difference in the
lives of some children. This ministry is a wonder-
ful way to support both HCC and children and
families in our neighbourhoods.

Stephanie Donaldson,
Outreach Committee, St. James, Stratford

Sacred icons
(and a little mystery)

From left: Rev. Stephen Berryman (St. John's), Susan Bagshaw,
Canon David Bowyer(Trinity)

By Susan Bagshaw

Recently, I was asked by
Canon David Bowyer
to speak at Trinity Church
in Cambridge following

an evening service about
Iconography as part of their
Lenten program.

I must admit the request
caught me off guard as I hadn’t
had much time lately to devote
to this form of written art and I
certainly didn’t consider myself
to be any sort of expert in the
field. I said ‘yes’ and imme-
diately got to work pulling

2012. It was truly a blessing to
share some information about
it with the people of Trinity
Church and was all fired up to
get back at it again - this sum-
mer - I promised myself!
When I arrived home that
evening a card was waiting
for me in the mail. My hus-
band asked who I knew from
Thornhill? My response was
‘nobody’ but when I opened the
envelope inside was the card I
had created on my computer of
the icon of St. George Slaying
the Dragon I had written along
with a cheque I had made out

something together to present.
I contacted a few people for
whom I had given icons to in
the past as a parting gift or to
commemorate an occasion or
event and asked permission

to take three off the panels at
my home church (St. John’s,
Cambridge) for the evening to
show a glimpse of the diversity
of images that iconography can
depict.

During the process, I was re-
minded of how much I enjoyed
learning about the imagery,
symbolism, meaning of colour
and about the lives of the saints
themselves as I worked on a
piece and this was a perfect op-
portunity to reacquaint myself
with my paint, brushes, wood
panels and gold leaf again. It
seemed ironic that I had first
taken a class in the subject at
Trinity church in 2008 that
started it all. I followed that up
with a class from Master Ico-
nographer Valentin Streltsov in

St. George Slaying
the Dragon

to Valentin for supplies for that
iconography workshop I had
attended in 2012. His widow
had come across it in his things
and he had never cashed it.
Valentin had passed away in
December. It was returned to
me with the card all these years
later on the same day I did the
presentation and had to look
up his name to include in my
speech. It is perhaps ironic that
the cheque that came back was
for the same amount of money
that I gave to a person who
came in off the street in need of
money during that workshop
with Master Sveltsov. ‘George’
also happens to be Canon
Bowyer’s middle name and for
whom I wrote the icon of St.
George. Coincidences? I don't
believe in them. God’s power
working in the world. That I
believe in.

Susan Bagshaw is a prishioner
of St. John’s Parish Church,
Cambridge.
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ACW of St. James’ Stratford and their best social of the year

Every year ACW of St. James,
Stratford adopts a new motto for
our work in the church.

Over the past four years we
have embraced “Changes”, decid-
ed to “Go With The Flow”, and
have accepted that “It Is What
It Is”. For 2018-2019 our motto
was “With God’s Help We Can
Do This”, a mantra that served us
very well.

With an aging membership,
fewer able bodied workers, and a
need to raise funds for the opera-
tion of our beloved St. James, this
motto certainly fit the bill.

The ACW organize and run
two major fundraisers, the An-
nual Variety Sale in May and the
Mistletoe Market in November.
Each event is amazing.

Called our "Best Social Event
of the Year", the Annual Variety
Sale is over 60 years old so plan-
ning it really does not take much
of our time, however it does take a
good deal of preparation. During
the month of April we accept
donations from both members
of our congregation and from
the community at large. By the
end of April our Sunday-School
staging area is jammed full of...
EVERYTHING.

Next comes “Sorting Sunday”.
Following our regular 10:30
a.m. Church Service at the end

of April, everyone is invited to
help move tables, carry shelves
up to the upper hall, shift furni-
ture out of areas that will be de-
partment locations, generally set
things up and finally enjoy pizza
together.

Then starting on Monday our
ACW women work their mag-
ic. In Ladies Wear they unpack
hundreds of boxes and bags of
clothing; sort, & fold all of the
donated garments; arrange purs-
es and hats; and make sure that
the Boutique offers name brand
apparel. In Men’s Wear the shirts,
pants, ties, coats, and vests are
hung and sweaters are arranged
in neat piles on the shelves; while

Celebrating our retirees

Behind the scenes - thank you to the Ascension team

On June 27, the diocese held its annual barbeque for retirees:
retired diocesan clergy, clergy spouses, surviving spouses and re-

tired church house staff.

As in previous years, the event was hosted by the Church of the

Ascension in London.

The tradition goes back to the times of the 11" Bishop of Huron,
Rt. Rev. Bruce Howe who organized the first barbeque for dioce-

san retirees 19 years ago.

in Toys and Games, and Chil-
dren’s Wear the countless items
are spread out on tables, hung
on racks, and displayed along the
floor. Workers in Treasures and
Jewellery lay out their valuable
wares; the Art Gallery hangs and
displays an amazing selection of
art; the Music Department me-
ticulously exhibits music CD’s
and Records; and the Book Dept.
shelves hundreds of books. The
Linen Ladies measure and la-
bel sheets & towels, bedding,
curtains, and sewing goods; the
Housewares Dept does the same
for their many kitchen items and
appliances and the Furniture is
stacked for immediate purchase.

BOOKKEEPING

For e smiall Business owear,
yaur fima mciiers, we can help!

Z
SYNC

Last but not least, the Yard Sale
presents everything from sports
equipment to tools, from flower
arrangements to Christmas ar-
rangements, from electronics to
office goods and from perfume
to candles.

It takes us all four days to com-
plete this miracle, and during
those four days we work, laugh,
joke, help, and visit, while the
dedicated kitchen crew supply
us with tea, snacks and amazing
lunches. We shake our heads...
where does all of this stuff come
from, and remind ourselves
- With God’s Help We Can Do
This.

The doors open and our cus-
tomers rush in. Sales are amaz-
ing as the money is collected
and counted throughout the
sale by our competent Treasurer
and her helpers. The crowds en-
joy their time with us, and after
three separate sale times in two
days, we close our doors, re-sort
things to be donated to other
charitable entities within Strat-
ford, or packed in bales for the
north, and start our clean up.
We breathlessly await the final
tally to be announced on Sunday.
$14, 208.10.

Did I mention aging member-
ship? Why do we continue to do
it?

Life as Pilgrimasge:
Franciscan Spirituality
Perspective on the

Prayer Journey

with

The Rev’d Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019
ST ANNE’S BYRON
1344 COMMISSIONERS ROAD WEST
10am to 2pm

To register:
Please contact:

the Rev’d Kim Metelka at
kimmetelka@diohuron.org
or by calling or texting info

to 519-980-4545

The Anglican Fellowship of Prayer (Huron)
is pleased to present the Fall Gathering 2019

Well at our last ACW meeting
after raising the above two ques-
tions we decided to carry on our
sale. The reasons:

1) it is one of our best social
times together... working with
one accord for the benefit of our
Parish;

2) it is a form of outreach and
fulfills a need within the commu-
nity — we serve a population of
people who, because of finances,
or disabilities, relies on our sale
for what they need/want/can af-
ford - that is not to say that we
don't have all kinds of economic
families who participate or shop,
but we are pleased that our out-
reach is appreciated;

3) the ACW donates $12,500
annually to our Parish Council
and church budget - a needed gift
in these days of the necessity of
a balanced budget to remain an
active church within our Diocese;

4) because we know that With
God’s Help We Can Do This.

Our next effort is our Mistletoe
Market, November 16, 2019.

We will have a new motto by
then but our efforts, our enjoy-
ment, and our members are al-
ready looking forward to once
again working together to make
St. James’ a great parish.

Karen Haslam, President
St. James” ACW, Stratford

CONFIRM YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION

ANGLICAN
JOURNAL

HURON CHURCH
NEWS

email: yes@national.
anglican.ca

Subscription
deadline:
October 31
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PAsTORAL PROGRESSIONS

Appointments

Bishop Nicholls appointed the
Revd Rosalyn Elm as the Dioc-
esan Animator for Reconcilia-
tion and Indigenous Ministries
and Rector of the Parish of Six
Nations effective June 1, 2019.

Bishop Nicholls appointed
the Revid Glenda Fisher as the
Deacon of St. Matthew’s, Wind-
sor effective May 15, 2019.

Ordination to the Priesthood

The Bishop of Huron or-
dained the Reverend David Hy-
att to the Priesthood at a service
of Ordination held on the Feast
of St. Barnabas, Tuesday, June
11, at Grace Church, Brantford.

General Synod

GENERAL SYNOD 2019 was Tim Dobbin; The Ven. Tan-

ya Phibbs; The Revid Rosalyn

held from Wednesday, July 10th
to Tuesday, July 16th. The dele-
gates that accompanied Bishop
Linda Nicholls to General Syn-
od were as follows:

Clergy: The Revid Canon Dr.
Todd Townshend; The Ven. Dr.

Elm.

Lay: Canon Paul Rathbone;
Mr. Paul Townshend; Ms. Pam
Walters; Ms. Marilyn Malton.

Youth: Ms. Sydney Brouil-
lard-Coyle.

Rev. David Hyatt with the Bishop of Huron, June 11,2019

The proposed change to Can-
on XXI on Marriage to per-
mit the marriage of same-sex
partners narrowly passed the
required majorities at General
Synod in 2016. However, the
amendment itself failed at its
second reading at this year’s

General Synod. It reached the
2/3’s majority required in the
clergy and laity but not in the
House of Bishops.

Archbishop Linda Nicholls,
formerly bishop of Huron, was
elected as 14th Primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada
was elected as the 14th Primate
of the Anglican Church of Can-
ada on Saturday, July 13. She
was installed as the new Primate
on Tuesday, July 16. The Most
Revd Nicholls was also the first
woman to serve as the Bishop of
Huron. She was elected Bishop
of Huron in February 2016 and
installed in November 2016.

. Ministry Transition

Bishop Nicholls accepted the
resignation of the Revid Meghan
Nicholls as the rector of St.
James, Ingersoll effective July
31, 2019. Meghan has accepted
an appointment as a chaplain in
the Canadian Armed Forces.

Bishop Nicholls accepted the
resignation of the Revd Dan-

iel Bowyer as the rector of St.
Paul’s, Stratford effective Octo-
ber 3, 2019 with his last Sunday
in the parish being September
15, 2019. Dan has accepted the
position of Chaplain at Trinity
Village Care Centre & Studios
in Kitchener.

Rest in Peace

The Reverend Canon Arthur
Gerald (Gerry) Fairhead who
passed away in July. Canon Ger-
ry was ordained a deacon in
May 1956 and priested in May
1957. The Funeral Service was
held on July 23, 2019 at 1lam
at St. Bride’s Anglican Church,
Mississauga.

The Reverend James (Jim)
Carr died Thursday, July 4th at
University Hospital. Jim was
ordained a deacon on May 16,
1996 and priested on Novem-
ber 28, 1996. The funeral ser-
vice was held on Tuesday, July
9th at St. James Church, Inger-
soll. The Rt Rev'd Terry Dance
presided.

A good round of golf for a great cause

Diocesan Golf Torunament for Outreach: over the course of the last 10 years, over $100,000 has been raised and has been directed to food banks, commu-
nity gardens, suicide awareness programs, youth programs...

Golf great, Ben Hogan is quoted as saying, "A good round of
golf is if you can hit about three shots that turnout exactly as you
planned them." Your Diocesan Golf Tournament committee is
challenging you to come and try to improve on Hogan’s insight on
Saturday, September 7 at the scenic Ironwood Golf Course in Ex-
eter, Ontario.

This year’s event will be the 11th annual tournament and once
again, proceeds raised will benefit Outreach ministries around the
Diocese. Over the course of the last 10 years, over $100,000 has
been raised and has been directed to food banks, community gar-
dens, suicide awareness programs, youth programs and many oth-
ers.

The committee is thankful for the on-going support of all of our
sponsors and for their generosity in helping us to help our Church
make a difference in the lives of those in our communities who are
in need. If you can’t make it to golf, perhaps you can help us with a
sponsorship, or perhaps join us for dinner and fellowship following
the golf.

Registration forms and sponsorship information are available on
the diocesan website, as well as by contacting the registrar, the Rev.
Daniel Bowyer at hurongolf@gmail.com or 519-301-9873.

2 | Diocese of Huron
| 2019 Golf Tournament

Saturday, September 7th 2019
I[ronwood Golf Club, Exeter ON

Diocesan Golf Tournament Committee

$140 registration fee* includes:

- 18 Holes of golf (with electric cart)
« Lunch-(pre-golf)

« Dinner (post-golf)

« Silent Auction

» Prizes to win

« Tax Receipt ($25)

« Fun!

*Dinner-only option available for $40.

To register or volunteer, contact Rev. Daniel Bowyer by phone (519 301 9873)
or by email (hurongolf@gmail.com).

All proceeds go to the Faith in Action trust fund for outreach missions

"The Crayolas": The best dressed team at the last year's )
throughout the Huron Diocese.

tournament
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We are deeply loved and called to share that love

Sharing the testimonies of our lay leaders at 2019 Huron Synod

By Chuck Erion

When Bishop Linda
asked me to do

this, I presumed that it was
because of an article about

me in the January HCN and
my woodworking project: an
altar I built for the chapel at
the national Church House in
Toronto. The article mentioned
some of the stages in my
spiritual journey so I will not
repeat them here.

There are three things I want
to focus on here, which tie into
the theme of this Synod, Sent
into the World. They are

1. We are all loved by God
unconditionally.

2. We are called to ministry.

3. Ministry requires discern-
ment.

These three topics were for
me part of the Ignatian Exercis-

es which I undertook in 2012
and 2013 with Rev. Julia Gill in
Waterloo.

I found it hard to accept #1,
that God loves me, regardless
of everything I might put in the
way of receiving that love. The
stumbling block for me was
what I called “The Big Ask”

I had grown up the son of a
minister and, though I did a
year of theology, had not gone
into the ordained ministry, but
carried some guilt wondering
if I should have. Saying No to
that Big Ask left me unsure
what else I was called to do,
even though I remained active
in church life. Could God really
love me whether or not I was
doing “his work?”

Through the help of my spir-
itual director, I came to accept
that my calling wasn't just in
the church. That I was called to
be a good husband, a father, a
bookseller, and later a grand-
father. I am called to be aware
of those around me, to notice,
and to empathize with neigh-
bours, friends and strangers. As
a bookseller, I was called to put
the right book into the custom-
er’s hands that could change
that person’s life. AND I was
called to work in the church as
well but I needed to develop

the skill of discernment to find
these callings and clarify which
ones were working and which
were ego-driven.

I took over our church news-
letter and began profiling a
different member of the parish
in each issue. From the first or
second profile, I saw benefits —
people were talking to them at
coffee hour on a deeper level,
knowing more about their
stories.

I started a monthly Dinner
& a Movie night. It is now
entering its fourth year and
draws between 22 and 50
people, mostly parishioners
but not all are. The age range
includes young parents and
the elderly - many of whom
eat alone the rest of the month.
People contribute $5 for the
food and enjoy the fellowship.
I have a co-leader who chooses
the movies and leads a brief
discussion afterwards. I still
get a buzz from it each time.
Feeding and hosting that many
people is way beyond my safety
zone; I'm normally not gregari-
ous. But it’s a thrill to see folks
connecting over a shared meal,
an informal Eucharist.

Back to discernment: Before
D&M I tried to start an Edu-
cation in Ministry group at my

church. I did a weekend train-
ing as a group leader and joined
a group in Woodstock, but I
was unable to rouse interest in
such a group at my church. If
there’s no uptake, obviously this
was not the call that fit for them
or me. It has to meet the needs
of those you're trying to reach.

And third, I started a men’s
group for seven young dads
in our parish. This came to
me on the 25th anniversary of
two men’s groups I started in
1990. I felt it was time to Pay It
Forward - to share the benefits
of male fellowship I'd depended
on when I was their age. I was
also inspired after profiling two
of these men for the newslet-
ter. The group meets monthly
to share a beer and compare
experiences as new dads, and in
their careers and partnerships.
The initial seven reduced to
four and I grew pessimistic. But
after two years I was also ready
to hand over leading the group,
and it was my D&M co-leader
who decided to carry it on He
added four new members. I'll
be hosting them at my cottage
work for a weekend this Sep-
tember.

Again, discerning where is
the uptake, and recognizing
that it’s never just up to me.

That I needed to balance my
commitments. As Julia Gill, my
spiritual director, would ask:
What are you going to give up
if you start some new ministry?

And through this time I was
also called to use my wood-
working skills to build an altar,
which was dedicated by our
Primate last September. Since
then I've built a lectern which
will also go into the chapel
at church house. I felt truly
blessed to be able to do these
projects, and leave a legacy of
my handiwork.

Again: We are deeply loved.
We are called to share that love.
And we must discern what that
calling is, and when to let go if
it’s not working.

Churck Erion is a parishioner
at Holy Saviour Church,
Waterloo.

How a missional coaching workshop made my Saturday

By Kristen Hunkin

Growth. It seems like
congregations everywhere are
concerned about their growth.

Some are worried about attracting
new parishioners. Others may be won-
dering how to expand their program-
ming to include new ways for their flock
to have encounters with God. Some may
be wondering how to keep children and
youth invested in their spiritual devel-
opment and relationship with God and
their church.

On Saturday April 6, 2019 representa-
tives from 12 churches throughout the
diocese gathered at St. Jude’s in London
to take part in the second day of a two-
part Missional Coaching Workshop.
The goal of which was to help bring new
ideas and approaches to help us grow
our ministry. These representatives were
split into 3 smaller groups, “Children &
Youth Ministry” led by Tiffany Rob-
inson, “Sharing of Faith” led by Bruce
Smith and “Missional Small Groups”
which was led by Sean Davidson.

Coming from a smaller parish and
a last-minute addition to our church’s
group of representatives, I was not quite
sure what I had signed up for when my
Pastor asked me if I'd like to join them
for the workshop.

I ended up in the Child & Youth Min-
istry workshop and was immediately
struck by just how enthusiastic everyone
in the room was about this topic. We
began by assessing how many children/
youths were in each congregation and
what brought them into the church and
what kind of programing was current-
ly being offered. It was clear that each
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church was in a different position from
each other. Some with very few chil-
dren/youths, others with varying atten-
dance and others with generally stable
attendance base. Part of this session
included reviewing some of our pro-
gramming, spaces, and resources and
determining strengths and weaknesses.
What works? What doesn’t work?

One of the most important things we
discussed was core values. This was an
interesting concept. In order to help
focus our churches and resources, the
church should come up with values,
maybe 4 or 5, that are truly important
to their community. Then, with those
values in mind, evaluate programing
or events and determine if they still fit
within those parameters.

At lunch we all gathered together and
shared a delicious meal. I sought out
my fellow representatives and everyone
was simply glowing and bursting with
details about their experiences in their
own groups. It seemed everyone was
enjoying their time and really trying to
soak in the information the leaders were
presenting.

After lunch we returned to our groups
and did some scripture study. Ours
related to Mark 10: 13-16 and Deuter-
onomy 6: 4-7. Tiffany did a wonderful
job of choosing scripture which really
encompassed the importance of chil-
dren in our ministries.

To end the smaller group session, we
revisited our core values to try to refine
them and then come up with actions
which we could implement within
four time frames; immediately, in two
months, in six months and in one year.
These actions could be anything from
starting a new program, stopping an
old program that is no longer working,
or shifting resources based on the core
values identified.

After our closing sing a long and
prayer, the drive home was anything
but quiet. We all had learned so much
throughout the day and were eager to
continue sharing. We were tired but our
souls nourished and excited to spread
this ministry.

This workshop taught me so much
that I can't possibly list it all but here are
a few tidbits:

— When coming to a workshop like
this, be OPEN to learning. Nothing is
perfect. No parish has the patent on
the perfect way to shepherd children in
their encounters with God. What works
for some does not work for all and that
is OK!

— Success should no longer be about
numbers but quality ministry. Histori-
cally we view success as being associated
with numbers. The number of people
in the pews. The number in the church’s
account to keep the lights on. How
many programs are being run. We need

to shift our thinking towards providing
people with meaningful encounters with
God, whether they choose to attend
church or not. We should be stewards

in our communities, any ministries we
provide to our communities in turn pro-
vide us with our own personal encoun-
ters with God. And isn’t that the point?

— Make time to re-evaluate your
church’s core values, programming, and
focuses regularly. Sometimes we get
stuck in a mindset of “it's been working
for 10 years, so why change it?”. Ulti-
mately that’s a flawed way of thinking.
Maybe that program continues to be a
success after 20 years. Great! But maybe
it no longer attracts enough people to
warrant all the work. Work and volun-
teer time that could be used in another,
newer program that is generating a lot
of interest. Times change. Technology
advances. There’s no telling how society
will continue to evolve and surprise us
in the future and we need to be flexible.

Having been a child, youth and now
an adult in my church, I have seen it go
through many changes and challeng-
es. Right now, growth is one of those
challenges.

We need to push boundaries, try new
things and evolve if we're going to con-
tinue to be integral parts of our com-
munities. No one is going to do it for us.
It’s going to take hard work, change, and
courage to move forward.

Workshops like these are going to be a
cornerstone in helping our communities
grow and prosper and I'm so glad I took
part.

Kristen Hunkin is a Christ Church
Markdale parishioner.
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Enriching your personal prayer life through imagination

By Rev. Mary Farmer

Imagination. ..hardly the
first word that springs to
mind when one thinks of the
ongoing expression of prayer in
the Anglican tradition. Yet that
was the theme for the annual
Bishop's Prayer Conference in
May 2019.

More than eighty people
gathered at St. Jude’s in London
to explore the role of imagina-
tion in our prayer lives. Bishop
Linda began the day by sharing
her personal experience within
the Ignatian tradition, and how
that has shaped her practices.
We were invited to explore
scripture in a different way...
by putting ourselves right in the
middle, as a participant.

We were then asked to let
our imaginations take over
and to see where we ended up.

ANGLICAN
FELLOWSHIP
OF PRAYER

That meant taking note of the
surroundings and to imagine
being a part of the reading and
then to unleash our imagina-
tions, to see where that took us.

Several people shared how a
well-known passage revealed
something new, or became a
place they could move into
what might be a different
unfolding of a familiar story. If
you were unable to join in that
day or would like more infor-
mation, you can look into The
Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola
as a place to experience that
yourself.

Following the sharing of
Eucharist and lunch, Mari-
lyn Malton led the group in
a self-directed exploration of
icons as a way to draw closer to
Christ. Marilyn shared her per-
sonal experience of producing
an icon, and how that impacted
and enriches her prayer life.
Using that as a starting
point, participants were able
to put their own imaginations
to work, as we cycled through
three short workshops, each
exposing us to new ways to
stretch the imagination. The
use of light and dark, explora-

The life and training of a mentor

By Rev. Canon Val Kenyon

ust what is involved in being
an Education for Ministry
(EfM) Mentor?

Here in Huron we have a
number of active EfM groups
that again this September will
begin to meet regularly. In
each of them are mentors who
offer their time and attention
to facilitate these gatherings
and create safe spaces in which
conversations are nurtured.

Mentors offer themselves for
this work not as teacher, lectur-
er, or expert, but as someone
wishing to assist the group in
study and in the process of
living into their faith in every

EM

CANADA

Education for Ministry is spiritual, theological, liturgical, and practi-
cal formation for laypeople. EfM is about integrating faith and life,
and communicating our faith to others.

aspect of daily living.

This past June, often a time
when many of us are wind-
ing down parish activities
in anticipation of the slower
more relaxed days of summer,
seven current mentors and
mentor-hopefuls gathered at St

Jude’s in London for mandatory
training from long-time trainer
Annette Cowan. Ms. Cowan
coming to us from British Co-
lumbia brought with her, in ad-
dition to a myriad of handouts,
her extensive EfM knowledge

and enthusiasm for the program.

Giving with intention

gIvINg

By Rev. Matthew Kieswetter
I have a vague childhood
memory of my mom
instructing me to collect and
arrange some old plastic food
containers. We always had
lots on hand, I think from my
grandmother, who was always
eating some sort of liquidy
cheese that we purchased at
the farmers’ market; I suspect
it was a Mennonite thing. (If
you happen to know the name,
please remind me.) The sight
of this molasses-consistency
cheese repulsed me, so 'm
sure we washed the containers
thoroughly.

What started out as a fun
crafting activity ended up
revealing itself to be an exercise
in money management. The
idea was that these different-
ly-labelled containers would
help me to divide up my allow-
ance between short, medium,
and long-term savings, as well
as charitable givings. And the

allocation of the money was to
occur before I had the chance
to spend most of it on candy at
the corner store!

Looking back on this, I can
see it as a really worthwhile
strategy. Unfortunately, I think
impulsiveness won out, and I
didn’t stick with this for very
long, especially after I fell in
love with comic books and mu-
sic. My wife Leslie was taught
to follow a similar system,
though she stuck with it better
than I did. This explains why, to
this day, she’s a saver and 'm a
spender.

This memory of mine con-
nects with our practices around
faith-based giving. A word

that, for many, is even more
oft-putting than the “s” word
(“stewardship”) is the “t” word
(“tithing”). Sometimes the
10% figure of the Biblical tithe
seems too titanic a number to
consider. For others, the idea
seems overly formulaic and
forced.

For myself, a more helpful
approach is to not fixate on a
specific figure, but to appreci-
ate the principles and themes
underlying the idea of the tithe:
namely, thanksgiving to God

and intentionality in our giving.

“The Lord brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and

tion of the meaning of the co-
lours used in iconography, and
the chance to make a personal
prayer basket were opportuni-
ties to practice stretching the
imagination.

At the end of the day, we each
came away encouraged to en-
gage more intimately and per-
haps differently with scripture,
and with new ideas and ways to
enrich our personal prayer lives
using the gifts and abilities we
each are given.

The use of prayer bowls to
gather our personal prayers
carried over into our annual
synod this year. For the past
few years, the Anglican Fellow-
ship of Prayer has provided a
prayer wall to encourage synod
participants to share their
thanksgivings and prayer re-
quests during this time together
as the leaders of Huron

Over the course of these
three days, we would spend
18-class hours together getting
to know one another and our
faith stories, reviewing ma-
terials provided, engaging in
learning exercises, and practic-
ing a wide variety of theological
reflection styles. Who knew
there were so many!

With mentors required to
refresh their training every 12
to 18 months, in addition to the
weekly group preparation time,
mentors make themselves avail-
able for this ongoing learning
experience every year with the
goal of bringing back to their
groups what they have heard
and experienced to enrich the

with signs and wonders; and he
brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey. So now

I bring the first of the fruit of
the ground that you, O Lord,
have given me” (Deuteronomy
26:8-10).

Here, and in other places in
scripture, we find a concept
that is perhaps less intimidating
and ultimately more helpful
than beginning with a numer-
ical tithe: the idea of offering
God not our leftovers, but our
first-fruits. This is what my
mom was trying to instil in
me with all of the repurposed
cheese containers: handling
money in an intentional, rather
than in a haphazard way.

So, might that help reorient
our thinking around our sup-
port of the Church and other
worthwhile organizations and
causes? Can we free ourselves
from being intimidated by
numbers, and instead work on

This year, there was a basket
placed on each table along
with post-it notes to encourage
people to share their requests.
These were then gathered on a
regular basis, and added to the
wall, which was re-located to
a prominent place at the exit
nearest the dais.

As the summer comes to a
close, please consider being
part of the AFP Fall Gathering,
planned for Saturday October
5th, 2019 at St. Anne’s, Byron.
Please consider joining us as
we explore Life as Pilgrimage:
Franciscan Spirituality Per-
spective on the Prayer Journey.
Details are available on the
Diocesan announcements or
by contacting your AFP parish
representative. No parish rep?
Perhaps that might be you!

Rev. Mary Farmer is AFP
Huron Executive.

group’s worship, discussions,
reflections and sense of com-
munity.

As you read this, it is still
not too late to be a part of an
Education for Ministry (EfM)
program.

If you are interested in jour-
neying with a group committed
to growing in their faith and
in their knowledge of their
faith, don't hesitate, please be in
touch with either Libi Clifford,
the Diocese of Huron EfM Co-
ordinator or myself Val Kenyon
at EFM@huron.anglican.ca.
You'll be glad you did!

Rev. Canon Val Kenyon is EFM
Animator in Huron.

fostering purposeful, generous
hearts? Can a proportion-based
figure be approached as a
symbol of our intentional
discipleship, rather than as an
intimidating or guilt-inducing
goal? Are we mindful of how
our congregational and dioc-
esan ministries (impossible
without our support) are touch-
ing and changing lives, both

for people within and beyond
our Church? And are we being
changed as we seek to love God
with all our heart, soul, mind,
and strength, offering our

lives as a living sacrifice to our
Creator?

“Gracious God, with this
bread and wine we celebrate the
death and resurrection of Jesus,
and we offer ourselves to you in
him” (Eucharistic Prayer 5, BAS
p- 205).

Rev. Matthew Kieswetter is
a member of the diocesan
Stewardship Committee.
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Church is an ideal place to engage with climate change

By Rev. Chris
Brouillard-Coyle

I his summer has been hot.
It has often felt as though

there were more days when
Environment Canada issued
“heat advisories” than there
were days without. How much
of our time was spent indoors
with windows closed and air
conditioners on? How little was
spent enjoying the outdoors
because the heat was stifling?

By mid-July, NASA and
Europe’s Copernicus satellite
monitoring system had con-
firmed that this year was the
hottest June on record. It is
expected that July will be the
hottest month ever recorded
in human history! (see https://
www.theguardian.com/envi-
ronment/2019/jul/16/july-on-
course-to-be-hottest-month-
ever-say-climate-scientists).
While we have struggled with
temperatures and humidity,
the heat we have experienced
in Southern Ontario pales in
comparison to the heat expe-
rienced in parts of Europe and
Africa.

SociAL AND EcoLoaicAL

JUSTICE

Our world is getting hotter
with deadly consequences!
According to the Centers for
Disease Control, heat is the
leading cause of weather-related
deaths over the last 30 years!
(see https://www.forbes.com/
sites/nicolefisher/2019/07/28/
killer-heat-waves-what-to-
know-to-stay-safe-as-records-
break-around-the-world/#-
34ce65e91cb3)

Across the diocese we are
also impacted by record highs
in the lakes that surround us.

Farmers struggled to get crops
in on time due to the extremely
wet spring. Weather is impact-
ing our lives in profound and
problematic ways and yet, how
much do we really talk about
this in our Churches? To what
extent have we named climate
change and its human sources
an issue to be discussed and
addressed?

We are called in our Baptis-
mal Covenant and the Marks of
Mission to strive to safeguard
the integrity of God’s Creation

and sustain and renew the life
of the earth. Motions at our
Diocesan Synod and General
Synod challenge us to reduce
(and eventually eliminate)
single use plastics as one way to
live this out. General Synod also
included motions to recognise
the climate emergency and
celebrate the Season of Creation
(Sept. 1 to Oct. 4) as a time of
prayer, reflection and action. A
further motion was referred to
the Council of General Synod
calling us to political engage-
ment regarding the climate
emergency especially as we
move towards the coming Fed-
eral Election.

Churches are an ideal place
to engage with climate change
as, at our foundation, we are
concerned with human flour-
ishing within the context of a
loving relationship with God
our Creator.

The tools for the Season of
Creation (see https://www.
anglican.ca/publicwitness/
season-of-creation/) and the
virtual program offered through
Respect Justice Camp (see Face-
book: Respect Justice Camp

and Twitter: @CampRespect
for links) can provide resources
with which to engage in prayer-
ful reflection and action.

The challenges and changes of
the climate crisis are daunting.
We are only beginning to see
the impacts of our consumption
practices over the last 30 years.
If we don’t make significant
changes, it will only get worse
and our grandchildren may
well be an endangered species.
It is time for people of faith to
speak and act in meaningful
and hopeful ways in the midst
of this challenge.

We have the tools. We have
a God who has loved Creation
into being and called us to care
for it. We have a responsibility
to live authentically the faith we
proclaim.

What more will you and your
congregation do to strive to
safeguard the integrity of God’s
Creation and sustain and renew
the life of the earth?

Rev. Chris Brouillard-Coyle is
the Social and Ecological Justice
Huron chair.

chrisbrouillardcoyle@diohuron.org
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The virtue of patience: the moment is not just about what's happening

Notes on relational chaos (Part 2)

“Life doesn’t get easier. You
just get better at being able
to handle it.”

As | Seelr

Rev. Jim
INNES

Stuﬁ happens! It is a theme

that I have drummed out

in many articles. Just when we
think we got it clear, a cloud
rolls over, quite unrepentantly,
and it storms big time.

In part 1 of this article,
wrote particularly of how
such storm creates physical,
mental and emotional health
problems. I also suggested that
PTSD easily results. And that
all these effects, from minor
to major, can create secondary
storms that heavily layer our
issues.

Making our return to ‘nor-
malcy’ somewhat complicated.

D uring the summer
months various stories

are shared about special places
which have been visited and
enjoyed. Days filled with either
high adventure or peaceful
reflection have ended with an
opportunity to enjoy dazzling
sunsets and restful nights.

A VIEW FROM
THE BAck Pew

Rev. CANON
CHRISTOPHER
B. J. PRaTT

The whole concept of any
moment of our lives being
given over to a time of recre-
ation allows for the opportunity
for the “re-creation” and the
healthy renewal of our minds,
our bodies, our spirit and our
faith.

While some have been able to
benefit from the experience of
seeking those special places for
renewal this summer, life has
moved at its usual rapid pace
around us.

Those who followed the ex-
perience of General Synod saw
our community of faith dealing
with essential pastoral concerns
which will have an impact on
our lives as we move into the
future together.

Decisions reached regarding
church leadership and how
we as Anglicans respond to
the opportunity given to us to
be mutually responsible and

e e
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In addressing some of this
healing process, I quoted last
month Timber Hawkeye, a
Buddhist writer, “You can’t
calm the storm so stop trying.
What you can do is calm your-
self and the storm will pass.”

This personal work means
learning to self-sooth, develop-
ing healthy distractions, and in
extreme cases, seeking profes-
sional support; including drug
therapy and/or body centered

treatments.

Iva Rajovic/Unsplash

A storm, and the chaos it can
create, may often feel frighten-
ingly unrelenting. But storms
don’t last forever. And what
might develop with conscious
attention, and, over time, is a
sense that the moment is not
just about what's happening,
but about how we behave while
it is happening. Such behaviour
is best built upon the virtue of
Patience.

What does such patience
look like?

Removing visible signs of our faith:

interdependent members of the
Body of Christ will shape the
ministry offered in our diocese
and will influence the conver-
sations in our congregations for
the foreseeable future.

Our thoughts and prayers
need to be with Archbishop
Nicholls, as she moves into
a new ministry. Serving as
the Primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada will renew
her awareness of the diversity
of our national denomination.
At the same time, our church
community has a place within
the wider Anglican Commu-
nion as a catalyst for dialog and
as a model of how the experi-
ence of striving for reconcili-
ation may not only serve as a
focus for ministry, but may also
serve to energize and renew
the ministry and the life of the
wider church.

As the church grapples with
significant issues of ministry,

Hugues de Buyer-Mimmeure/Unsplash

this summer, the world in
which we live has not been idle
when it comes to dealing with
matters of faith. One of the
most profound photographs
which appeared in a newspaper
in July, showed a member of
the staff of the National As-
sembly of Quebec, climbing a
ladder, wearing white gloves,
and removing the crucifix
which has been hanging on the
wall of the Salon Bleu for more
than 80 years.

The act of removing the
crucifix from the wall was
mandated by a section of the
newly passed secularism law.
One of the other elements of
the law prohibits those who
work in Quebec’s public sector
from wearing religious symbols
at work.

Some readers of this article
may be moved to ask the ques-
tion, “What does that have to
do with me?“

In my mind, it looks like we
believe life has direction, and
within it we have purpose. It
is the attitude of optimism,
confidence, persistence, and
even prayer. It comes from the
heart and cannot be faked. It is
what underlies this ageless text:
"suffering produces endurance,
endurance produces character,
and character produces hope"
(Romans 5: 3-4).

Someone once said, “Patience
with others is love. Patience
with self is hope. Patience with
God is faith?” It is my belief
that developing and practicing
patience, particularly a patience
with Life itself, is a journey
worth taking. And it may not
be a journey we necessarily
choose to take. It may be a
journey that we can’t avoid...
like Alice in Wonderland, or
Dorothy in Oz.

I find that patience integrates
both having, and not having
control. The “having’ control is
about choosing to hold on and
hope. The "not having’ control
is about chaos being an un-
controllable reality. Integrating

Much of the history of Cana-
da has been impacted, for good
and for ill, because decisions
reached by individuals, insti-
tutions and even governments,
over the years have been made
as a reflection of the interpre-
tation of core values of belief
and faith. The thread of faith
and the thread of governmental
action have in the past been
so inextricably interwoven
that it may be prove difficult
to delineate and define the dif-
ference. Now, it would appear
that there is a concerted effort
being made in many quarters
to turn away from and disavow
any connection between faith
and action which may have an
impact on our community life.

Staying engaged with the
community at large is an essen-
tial function, I believe, of any
community of faith and each of
its members. As individuals, we
do have the option of not in-
vesting ourselves in the conver-
sations taking place around us.

On the other hand, speaking
out regarding the important
priority of justice and peace
among all people and respect-
ing the dignity of every human
being, is not simply one of the
statements included in our
Baptismal Covenant, it is a
rallying cry for a witness of per-
sonal and shared ministry.

In our global village there
are individuals who share the
Christian faith we profess with
our lips, who suffer persecution
and daily put their lives on the
line as they are publicly iden-
tified as followers of Jesus. The

these leads to an acceptance of
adversity, and a deep trust that
life needs time to work itself
out.

Patience can’t change what
happened, but it can make
a big difference in what will
happen next. Without it we
too often react in an emotional
‘scene’ that is counter-pro-
ductive. Patience enables the
dust to settle. I was once told,
as perhaps many of us have, to
never make any big decision
when in the midst of a crisis.
Time is a healing support.

As I see it, learning to trust
that life has, and will, treat us
right, no matter the chaos of
storm, is a mindset developed
with the wisdom of experi-
ence. We eventually manage
the storm by moving through
it, over and again. Each time
breathing deeper and longer,
while the rubbish flies about
our head.

Rev. Jim Innes is the rector of
the Regional Ministry of South
Huron.

jiminnes@diohuron.org

what should we do?

motivation for us to make a
difference and enhance the life
of our community, wherever
we are, is to be found in the
guidance given to us by Jesus
to “love one another, as I have
loved you”. (John 15:12)

If laws change around us, and
wearing outward and visible
signs of our faith is not an
option, then let the love, and
care that we have for this world
and all the people in it, be the
outward and visible sign of the
faith which we claim shapes
our lives.

Rev. Canon Christopher B. ].
Pratt has retired from full time
parish ministry, but continues
to ofter priestly ministry in the
Diocese of Huron.

chrispratt@diohuron.org

Ontarios Lieutenant
Governor, The Honourable
Elizabeth Dowdeswell pre-
sented the Reverend Canon
Christopher Pratt with a
Silver Bar, representing his
22 years of volunteer service
with The Most Venerable
Order of the Hospital of St.
John of Jerusalem ( St. John
Ambulance).

The presentation took
place during the provincial
Investiture ceremony which
was held at Queen’s Park on
June 8, 2019.

Canon Pratt also serves as
the Provincial Chaplain of
Ontario for St. John Ambu-
lance.
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Marriage Canon debate: a look at what got lost in the shuffle

Given that I was on
holidays for the entirety
of General Synod, I chose to
read, watch and listen rather

than making a lot of social
media comment.

MosTtLy ABouT
RELIGION

Rev. CaNON
KemH
NETHERY

I have seen comments, opin-
ions and reactions that I com-
pletely agreed with and some
that I thought were oft base. As
I now share my own thoughts
about General Synod, I'm sure
the reaction of those reading
will cover the broad spectrum
of my own reactions to the Van-
couver proceedings.

Two things to begin. First,

I am completely in support

of equal marriage. Second,

my background is in broad-
cast media, so my journalistic
spidey-sense is always tingling
as I consider our governmental
procedures.

Watching from afar how the
process on same-sex marriage
rolled out at General Synod,
one would be hard pressed to
think that there wasn't some
wide ranging discussion, com-
ment, and a little pre-agreement
in place. We exit Vancouver
with a strong opinion that
those in same-sex relationships
who want to be married in the
Anglican Church of Canada
will be able to do so thanks to
the document “A Word To The
Church” which was approved
before the vote on the Marriage

Canon but seemingly few un-
derstood what it meant in the
immediate “painful” aftermath
of the vote.

From the other direction,
post Vancouver, marriage at the
national level, is still defined as
between a man and a woman.
That means the debate is not
finished, and to me this is a
big problem. As long as equal
marriage is a major subject of
discussion there will be con-
tinued pain and we not be able
to move to other issues that as
equally pressing.

The Anglican Church of Can-
ada has now been defined by
media at all levels as a church
which has but one important
subject to share — whether or
not to allow people of the same
gender to be married in our
churches. This has been so in
the secular media for nearly
two decades, a fact that I can
attest to given my time doing
media relations in Huron and
having worked in the media
centre at a General Synod.

There was a time that an
Anglican General Synod would
have been staffed by multiple

Photo: Milos Tosic
We should be proud that we have stood for this element of justice

national media outlets and the
opinions of Anglican leadership
on a wide range of issues would
have been given prominence.
This is no longer true and
increasingly (and perhaps with
definitive finality) the Anglican
Church is confined to comment
on matters of sexuality. It is

no longer secular media that
carries this banner, but more
and more those in faith based
journalism, traditional and
social media, seem to lean the
same way.

It took three days before any
local media announced that the
Bishop of Huron had been ele-
vated to the position of Primate.
As of the end of General Synod,
the Episcopal Cafe, a liberal
leaning Episcopal Church blog
site and the conservative Angli-
can Ink had not carried a single
word of the story of the second
female Primate in the Anglican
Communion and the first in
the Anglican Church of Cana-
da, despite multiple headlines
about the “vote” In a world
that talks about the continued
inequality of men and women
in the work place, rampant

gender discrimination and
even the “Me too” movement,
the media can't seem to spare a
single line, one little story about
a glass ceiling being shattered at
yet another level after decades
of debate and discussion.

Having declared myself on
day one as supporting women's
ordination and believing that
the church is much the bene-
ficiary of the gifts of hundreds
and now thousands of women
in ordained ministry, I believe
passionately that the story of
Linda Nicholls should have
been placed in significant
prominence at the very least
and that we as Anglicans should
be most vocal in our belief that
a woman should be the Primate
of an Anglican Church and
push the fringes by suggesting
it time that the a female Arch-
bishop of Canterbury should be
on the horizon.

While same gender marriage
deserves to be a major headline
of our General Synod, look at
what got lost in the shuffle. My
own best guess is that only a
small minority of Anglicans
will have taken the time to
actually research what was
done and not many more will
read extensive reports on the
national church website or the
Anglican Journal.

That means that the historic
decision to create a self-gov-
erning Indigenous church with
its own Archbishop, Mark
McDonald, within the struc-
ture of the Anglican Church
of Canada, will trundle in the
background. The emotional,
heartfelt and bluntly honest
apology by our outgoing Pri-
mate, Fred Hiltz to our indig-
enous brothers and sisters for

Let people feel their engagement is making a difference
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B ack in the April 2019 issue
of the Huron Church
News, I wrote about Facebook's
built-in tool for polls as a means
of driving engagement.

Far too often churches use
Facebook as a broadcast me-
dium instead of building those

peer-to-peer relationships that
make social media so powerful.

The idea is simple. Run polls
asking simple questions like, for
Lent, do you give something up?
Or take something on? Advent,
blue or purple?

The natural extension of
running these polls is translat-
ing the data that you collecting
on your congregation from
social media to everyday life.
For instance, you might have a
parish dinner in your calendar.
This is a good opportunity to
run a poll, or to ask the simple

question, what is your favourite
pie? The responses will provide
you with data about the type of
pie people who will attend your
dinner prefer. During the parish
announcements on Sunday
morning when advertising the
upcoming parish dinner men-
tion the poll and that you will
have said kind of pie for dessert.
If you employ a screen for an-
nouncements, include a screen-
shot. Nothing builds relation-
ships better, faster and deeper
than people feeling heard, even
if it is just about pie.

This same technique can be
expanded beyond silly questions
about food. Asking your congre-
gation about their favourite bi-
ble verse will give you great data
to build up future bible studies.
Asking people to name their
favourite hymn or song makes
music planning throughout the
seasons that much easier. Ask-
ing people about their hidden
talent can lead to discovering all
kinds of skills in the parish to
further the kingdom of God.

Moving from social to real
life is a great way to continue to
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the real, deep and searing pain
we have caused them, will be
just a footnote. The emotional
and humble acceptance of that
apology by Indigenous Elders,
couched with a real under-
standing of just how much

that pain continues to burn
and how many will require
more time to trust that apology
because of their own situations,
is something that all Canadian
Anglicans need to hear and
understand.

There are many more front
page stories that have been
buried well behind the media
spotlight placed on same gender
marriage, by media both secular
and church based and we as
Anglicans seem to be okay with
that. This Anglican is not.

Many have expressed their
opinions freely and I will do
the same. The struggle for
same gender marriage is an
important issue for all people,
and especially for Anglican
Christians. While it is not the
clearly defined, be all and end
all decision that we might have
liked (I'm not sure that kind of
a decision is ever possible), we
have achieved the opportunity
for equal marriage. We should
be proud that we have stood for
this element of justice. I grieve
however, that it has come at the
expense of other areas of our
life and ministry that deserve
significant focus and much
visibility as part of our broad
and important work in the area
of justice!

Rev. Canon Keith Nethery
is the rector at St. James'
Westminster, London.

keithnethery@diohuron.org

build engagement on your social
media platforms. And nothing
makes people valued and will
drive traffic back to your social
media platforms than people
feeling as their engagement is
making a difference in the life of
the church.

"Blessed are your eyes, for
they see, and your ears, for they
hear." (Matt 13:16)

Rev. Marty Levesque is the
diocesan social media officer
and rector of All Saints’ in
Waterloo.
martylevesque@diohuron.org
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